
 

 

Newsletter 17 
 
Kia Ora Whanau 
 
The final term is well underway and our children have dived into our new inquiry around 
‘Natures Curiosity’.  The big focus for our inquiry is around using our skills to think and act 
like a scientist as we explore our curiosities about the natural world. 
 
The final term is always a busy one, and it’s important that our whole community know 
what is coming up.  Please be sure to check in with our fortnightly newsletters to know what 
is happening, and refer back to your 2019 planner for important dates.   

Remember – all children need their navy blue bucket hat in term four so they can play 
freely while keeping sun safe.  I know this week doesn’t feel a lot like summer, but 

please check your child has their hat every day! 
 

Placement 2020 
Our Senior Leadership Team are beginning the process of making classes for 2020.  We take 
this process very seriously, and think carefully about the placement of every child.  If you’d 
like to provide additional information about your child’s placement, please email 
placement@parnell.school.nz .  Suitable comments here would be around your child’s 
specific learning needs, pastoral factors that you’d like us to know, or any other information 
pertaining to your family that can help us.  It is not appropriate to request specific teachers, 
and any such requests must be disregarded.   
We thank our community for respecting the judgement of our Senior Leadership Team in 
providing every child with the class they need to ensure the best possible learning 
outcomes. 
Email placement@parnell.school.nz by 5pm on Friday 25th of October for your comments 
to be part of the placement process.   
 

PTA planning meeting 2020 
We invite all our interested parents who want to be part of the PTA’s efforts for 2020.  In 
this meeting we will be collecting ideas about what the PTA want to prioritise their efforts 
around, and set up the plan for how we will work to raise funds.  If you’re interested in 
helping next year but unable to attend regular meetings, this is your chance to pick up a 
project that you can run or find out how you can help. 

PTA Meeting 7pm, 29th October 
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China trip 
Our students are enjoying their trip with Mr George and Mrs 
Parkinson as they explore our sister school in Cixi, and local 
points of cultural significance.  Mrs Parkinson put together the 
following summary of their trip so far! 
 
The first four days have been exciting, tiring and challenging 
with many new experiences each day. 
On Saturday, after arriving in Shanghai and travelling from the 
airport on the Maglev Train we visited the Science Museum and 
then ventured to the Shanghai Financial Tower. We finished our 
day with a cruise on the Huangpu River.  
Sunday included visits to the Urban Planning, National 
Museum, Peoples Park, shopping in YuYuan historic area and an 
Acrobatics show.  On Tuesday we visited some Shikumein alleys 
and journeyed to Cixi to meet our Sister School and buddies. 
This is the start of 3 days at Chinese School, staying with local 
families and meeting friends old and new.  
 
Remember our next China exchange will be in 2021, so if you’d 
like this opportunity for your child, see Mr George or Mrs 
Parkinson for more information. 
  



 

Findings: Math Internal Evaluation  
Throughout the year, the Board of Trustees and the Senior Leadership Team engage in 
regular internal evaluations around the programmes at Parnell District School and the 
impact these have on student outcomes. You may have noticed that Maths looks a little 
different at Parnell.  Recently, we used internal evaluation to explore what is happening in 
Math.   
Our innovative teachers have been collaborating and re-energising their mathematics 
programs with best practice initiatives such as; problem solving through rich tasks and 
flexible grouping. Over the last 18 months our teachers have been inquiring into quality 
teaching and learning theories in Math and have been implementing new ways to engage 
and accelerate students in Mathematics. As part of our annual curriculum review we look at 
the impact our teaching is having and the results are undeniably good in Mathematics.    
Our key findings were:  

• Teachers are finding more and more ways to innovate around Mathematics 

and children are achieving accelerated progress through the current approach.  

• Students at Parnell are not only consistently outperforming NZ averages in 
Mathematics but they are also demonstrating accelerated progress across all year 
levels.  

• Term three PAT data shows us that 85% of Year 3-8 students are at or above NZ 
Average 

• Children at all levels of achievement have made accelerated progress, with over half 
our students making more than a year’s progress in six months, some making up 
to three year’s progress in a half year period.  

Please take the time to talk to your children about Math at school. Ask them how they solve 
problems in their classroom and what they learn when they work in groups. Three student’s 
answers when asked that question were...  
 “I get better at Maths in a group because they help me learn. They say it in a different 
way.” (Year 2 student)  
“I think it’s a really cool thing because everyone has their own Math superpower.” (Year 4, 
student)  
“You get to collaborate ideas and share your expertise in Math to get the right answer 
together.” (Year 8 student)  
If you would like more information about Math please talk to your child’s/children’s 
teacher/s or you can find some helpful information and tips 
at:https://nzmaths.co.nz/families or https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/The-New-Zealand-
Curriculum/Mathematics-and-statistics/What-is-mathematics-and-statistics  
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Important dates: Term 4 
14/10 School begins 9am 

18/10 Assembly Room 28 

21/10 Week 2 

25/10 Assembly Room 7 

28/10 Labour Day 

29/10 Week 3, PTA meeting 7pm 

1/11 Assembly Room 30 

4/11 Week 4 

6/11 Whole School Athletics at Glover Park 

7/11 Mufti and Sausage Sizzle 

8/11 Assembly Room 25 

11/11 Week 5 

13/11 Athletics Save Day 

15/11 Assembly Room 27 

18/11 Week 6 

21/11 Year 0-3 Goal setting 3-6pm 

22/11 Assembly Room 26 

25/11 Week 7 - EOTC week  

29/11 Assembly New Entrants  

2/12 Week 8 

4/12 Bake Sale, New entrant transition morning 

5/12 Auckland City Mission Mufti day, New entrant transition morning  

6/12 Assembly: Room 24 

9/12 Week 9, Year 4-8 reports available 

10/12 School trip to the Parnell Baths  

11/12 Celebration of Learning: Prizegiving.  3PM at the Cathedral  

13/12 Aotea Assembly, School ends 1pm 

 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kia Ora! 
You may not be aware that our afterschool care team offers more than just delicious food and 
expert care. 
They are also very excited to offer a variety of incredible extracurricular activities, including 

sports, lego, art, dance, Irish dance and drama. Please call Claire  
0272706810 with any questions. To register your child just visit pds.aimyplus.com  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Before and afterschool care, extracurricular education, holiday 
programmes. www.pds.aimyplus.com 
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