Newsletter 3, 24th March
Kia Ora Whanau,
This year we introduce our new Friday programme, Opportunities for Excellence, or OE.
While we remain committed to 4 days a week and eight weeks a term of uninterrupted
learning around our inquiry, this new programme will further broaden our children’s learning
opportunities at Parnell District School. Our Curriculum Council has put together an
introduction to the programme, which you can see here. It explains what OE is all about and
gives you all the information you need. The crucial next step is for whanau to start thinking
about your areas of excellence and what kind of an OE would best develop your areas of
excellence. Look out for a form coming home in bags on Thursday that you need to fill in
and send back to your teacher

Enterprise market days!
As our Enterprise inquiry continues, our classes are getting closer to
seeing their designed product or service come to life. To allow all
businesses to get feedback from their consumers, we will have our first
market day on Tuesday the 30th of March from 2:30 – 3:30. Our
companies will be out in force to let you know what they’ve made!
Some will be selling goods, so bring along some cash. All will want
feedback about their product. Let us know what you love and what
we can improve before our final market day.
Tuesday 13th April is our final market day. All classes will be out with their businesses selling
their products and services and would love to see everyone there to hear about our children's
work in building their brands.

Boost your school donation
Thank you to those families who have already contributed to their school donations. We
appreciate your support for providing a high-quality learning programme from which every
child benefits. This year we welcome tax gift to the PDS whanau. Tax gift is an organisation
that helps schools and charities by allowing those who donate to capture the tax benefit from
their donation easily and donate it to the school, which boosts your donation. Further
information on tax gift can be found in the letter attached to this newsletter.

Reporting
It is almost reporting time at Parnell District School. As you may have noticed, we do things a
little differently in reporting to parents. We introduced our new system for reporting in 2020,
doubling the number of reports throughout the year from two to four. Twice a year, we will
report to you how your child is working in class, give your child’s reflection on their learning,
let you know how they are going in showing the important learning behaviours and in a range
of curriculum areas. The other report specifically lets you know how they are achieving in
Reading, Writing and Math, giving you both their current achievement and graphing their rate
of progress over time. These reports are generated from teachers gathering information over
6 months.
There will be a mixture of the two reports for families of students in year 0-3, as we report
based on how many weeks they have been at school. Ten weeks can make a big difference
in a child’s achievement at this age, so the date they started influences the type of report each
term. If your child gets a report about their achievement in Reading, Writing, and Math, we
invite you to book a conference with your teacher, where they will further discuss your child’s
achievement and set learning goals.
For students in year 4-8, all students will be receiving a written report from their teacher
letting them know about their performance in class and achievement in a range of subjects.
You will receive your reports against achievement in Reading, Writing and Math next term.

Report info evening
For parents in year 0-3, if you’d like to better understand the reporting and your child’s
achievement, we invite you to an info session on Monday the 29th of March. You can attend
virtually at 10:00 via zoom using the password PDS or in person at 5:30 pm in the staff room.
If you already have specific questions, you can let us know here to do our best to cover them.

Farewell to our Luna Rosa Whanau
It has been a pleasure to have the Luna Rosa team's families with us for the last six months.
They’ve been in our classes and part of our school since the team’s arrival, and I have to say it
has been a pleasure to see how completely the children have thrown themselves into the
Parnell District School experience. As the team gradually depart over the coming weeks, we
thank them for all they brought to our school and wish them well in their next adventures.
Hopefully, we’ll be seeing lots of you back when team New Zealand next defends the cup.

Important Dates: Term One

.

26/03
29/03
30/03
31/03
01/04
02/04
05/04
06/04
07/04
09/04
12/04
13/04

Reports available, Assembly Room 25
Week 9

16/04

Assembly: Tokomaru

Market day – feedback market 2:30-3:30 pm
Intermediate Open Day
Assembly Room 29
Good Friday
Easter Monday
Easter holiday (no school)
Week 10, New Entrant Transition
Assembly Room 5
Week 11

Market day 2:30 -3:30pm

PTA 2021 – We need your help!
The PTA is the fund-raising wing of the parent volunteer group at Parnell District School. Our
primary objective is to fundraise to provide resources and activities to support all our
children's needs.
We have done some amazing things over the years, supporting our children's learning and the
wider engagement and spirit of our community. Through sausage sizzles, school Fetes, discos,
parent events and more, we have fundraised to provide:
Two all-weather sports turfs to ensure space for sports practice and play space over winter
Playground equipment for students to use in the apex and on the field
Funding for health and safety audit and maintenance of the school play equipment annually
Support to staff the reading recovery programme for students
Installed the new sound system in the hall
New uniforms for sports teams.
However, to keep up the momentum, continue this fundraising for our children and strengthen
our community, we desperately need more parents!
A letter will come home in your child’s bag on Thursday asking you to identify how you can
help the PTA in 2021. We also want to know when the best time would be for meetings to
allow as many interested parents as possible to attend. Please complete the form and return
it to the school office so we can work to plan the events for the remainder of 2021 and
beyond.

