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Kia Ora Whanau,
To visit classes and join our learners at learning time, you’d barely know this was anything other than a
typical year at Parnell District School. Our learners are focused and hardworking, making the most of
every learning minute with their class. I want to celebrate the focus and dedication of our staff.
Through our staff's hard work and preparation, our learners are well underway in setting and
achieving their learning goals for 2022. Our classes are engaged deeply in developing the learning
culture of their class for 2022 and are preparing to start our term one enquiry; Let's Play! To find out
what the learning focus will look like across the school, keep reading the newsletter! Team news
follows our general information.

Whacky Hair Day is coming!
One day a term, we leave our uniforms at home to come in our favourite outfits. This year, every term
in week four, we’ll be having no-uniform days. The first is ‘whacky hair day’. We look forward to
seeing the innovation in our community on display in the whackiest hairstyles possible. Whacky Hair
Day is a fundraiser for the PTA, so a gold coin donation is required to take part. Due to current health
measures, the usual sausage sizzle is on hold but will be back soon!

Preparing for uninterrupted learning
Parnell District School remains COVID-19 free for now. Many schools are currently working with staff
and students who test positive for COVID-19. The Ministry of Education has reiterated that it is safe
for all children to attend school.
Our leadership team are planning for all eventualities to ensure that our children’s learning can
continue with as little disruption as possible should we receive a positive case. In preparation, it would
be helpful if you could let the office know if:
- Your family would require a loan device from the school if your child has to isolate and learn
online
- Your family do not have connectivity for your child to learn from home and would require a
hard copy learning pack rather than online learning
Email office@parnell.school.nz to let us know if either of the above applies to your family.
The best thing we can do is continue to ensure systems are in place to keep our students safe and
reduce the likelihood of transmission. I want to again thank our community for supporting our students
in wearing their masks safely and ensuring good hand hygiene practices.
If we were to have a positive case at school, what would the implication be for your family?

If a child in our school tests positive for COVID-19
•
•
•

Close contacts will be informed required to isolate for seven days. Work will be provided as
appropriate.
Casual contacts do not need to isolate; continue coming to school as usual
Household contacts of close contacts do not need to isolate; continue to go to school as usual
unless symptoms present.

If your child tests positive for COVID-19,
•
•
•

Please let the school know as soon as possible
They will be required to isolate for ten days
Your family will be household contacts, also required to isolate for ten days

The below table helps our whanau understand if their child would be considered a close contact in a
range of typical scenarios. Follow it from left to right to work out if you’d be a close or casual contact.
I test positive
Someone I live with
tests positive

Isolate immediately for ten days, get better soon
I’m a household
contact

Isolate immediately for ten days; learning opportunities will be provided
as appropriate
We were in class
together for greater
than 2 hours without
a break

I am a close
contact

Isolate immediately for
seven days; learning
opportunities will be
provided as appropriate

We were in class
together for up to 2
hours, but then went
outside

I am a Casual
contact

Continue, as usual, keep
coming to school

I wear one and always
make sure it covers
my nose and mouth

I am a Casual
contact

Continue, as usual, keep
coming to school

I don’t

I am a close
contact

Isolate immediately for
seven days; learning
opportunities will be
provided as appropriate

We wear masks

I’m a Student
Someone in my
class tests positive
Some children in the
class wear masks*

We don’t wear
masks

I am a close contact

Isolate immediately for seven days; learning
opportunities will be provided as appropriate

*A note on mask-wearing: To be considered a mask wearer in this scenario, children in year 0-3’s masks
must always cover their nose and mouth when inside.

Reporting 2022
We value the opportunity to give our community a range of information about their children’s
achievement at school. Our Vision ‘Growing Great Humans’ came from our consultation with our
community. We heard that our parents wanted to know:
- How their children are achieving in core subjects,
- How hard their children are working in learning time
- How their children work and socialize with other children.
To ensure our whānau get this information, we report four times a year. 2021 our reporting was
disrupted by our extended period of learning from home, so I wanted to outline how we intend to
report in 2022.

In terms one and term three, you’ll get a report that tells you:
- Generally how your child is working in class and with classmates
- How your child is demonstrating the key competencies of the New Zealand Curriculum
- How your child is achieving across the curriculum of our inquiry focus and health and PE
- How your child achieved in their PAT testing (for children in year 4 -8 only)
In terms two and four, you’ll get a report that:
- Is generated using the Learning Progression Framework, a Ministry of Education tool
- Is made based on your teacher’s observations of your child’s learning over six months,
including in lessons, independent work, and group work
- Lets you know how your child is currently achieving in Reading, Writing, and Math
- Shows your child’s progress over time
Term two and four reports will come out to whanau before parent-teacher meetings, an opportunity to
discuss children’s progress and next steps, as well as how you can help at home.

Important Dates: Term One
21/02
23/02
28/02
07/03
09/03
14/03
16/03
18/03
21/03
23/03
28/03
03/04
04/04
06/04
11/04
13/04
14/04

Week four
Term 1 inquiry begins – ‘Let's Play!‘
No uniform day – Whacky hair day! (gold coin donation)
Week five
Week six
New Entrant transition visit day for new students
Week seven
New Entrants begin today!
New parents breakfast - on hold
Red Nose Day! Cure Kids fundraiser
Week eight
Te Arawa Bake Sale
Week nine
Daylight Savings – Turn clocks back 1 hour
Week 10
New Entrant transition visit day for new students
Week eleven
Burger Fuel Burger day
Last day of term
Te Arawa Assembly

School donations 2022
Thank you for your ongoing support. Your contribution helps provide the best learning
opportunities for our students. We need the support of our whole whanau to continue to be the
best school for our community.
Below are a range of payment options. If you have questions for the school, please contact the
School Office. Likewise, please let us know if we do not have your correct details, including your
address and payment details. If you have any queries regarding payment of the contribution, please
contact the Executive Officer, phone 09 379 3008 or email adrienneb@parnell.school.nz. Together
we look forward to the challenges, opportunities and rewards that 2022 will bring.

Easy payment options
The school offers different payment options to suit, whether via a lump sum or monthly amounts.
While lump-sum payments are best for the school, you are also welcome to part pay through the
year or by automatic payments.

Automatic payments
You can initiate a monthly, weekly or fortnightly payment arrangement, and this can be completed
via an online authorization through your bank. The information you will need is school Bank
Account 12-3075-0126269-00, reference “Donation” and Description “Student name.”

EZY lunch Portal
Payments may be made via the EZY Lunch Portal. https://shop.tgcl.co.nz/shop/index.html You can
set up an account if required by accessing this portal, and payment may be processed by either
credit card or direct bank transfer from your bank account.

Pay in person at the office
Payment can also be lodged with the School Office by mail or in person during regular working hours
(Eftpos, Credit Card, Cash). A receipt will be issued for all contributions received.

Pay via internet banking
Direct payments can be made using internet banking, using account number
12-3075-0126269-00. Please remember to include the name of the child as the reference.

Some notes to remember
Why are donations so important?
Without the income from the parent donations each year, Parnell District School would struggle to
operate.
-

Parnell District School is a Decile 9 school which puts it at one of the lowest possible levels of
funding from the Government
Operational funding from the Government is expected to cover learning resources (books,
equipment, and classroom materials), support staff salaries, professional development,
maintenance of buildings and grounds, and information technology and administration costs

-

Every year government money has to be supplemented by locally raised funds

Your donation is tax-deductible
Donations are tax-deductible. Your annual School donation automatically attracts a tax credit of up
to 33%.
We’re a TaxGift School! You can grow your donations to Parnell District School by signing up to
TaxGift and gifting us the tax credits on your donations to us.
With TaxGift, your donations are boosted by up to 43% at no cost to you. Just think about the
impact – if your donations would usually provide resources for two classrooms, by all of us
TaxGifting, we could grow that to three classrooms!
Here’s how: As a New Zealand taxpayer, you can claim a tax credit of 33% on the school donations
you make, but if you choose to gift that tax credit to Parnell District School, TaxGift will turn it into
even more for our school – all as a gift in your name.
It takes less than one minute, and you won’t need to do anything further. TaxGift will make your
donation grow.
It's the most effortless fundraising ever!
Please click on the link below to opt into TaxGift your donations (you will need your IRD number) or
visit www.taxgift.co.nz for further information.
https://onboarding.taxgift.co.nz/register/6059100048625b090c38229e
You can opt-out of TaxGift at any time by emailing admin@taxgift.co.nz.

