
 

 

Newsletter 10: 15th June 2022 
Kia Ora e te whānau 
While the term marches on towards winter, we continue to manage student and staff illness 
through the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  Our focus remains to minimise student impact 
and ensure programmes continue with as little disruption as possible.   Remember, if your 
child is unwell, they should stay home to ensure a swift recovery and minimise the spread of 
winter illness.  Let the office know your child is away through the PDS app, email, or leave us 
a message.  
 
Where do my donations go? 

You will be aware that three donations are requested from every family at Parnell District 
School.  The school donation, activity contribution and Mathletics contribution.  As a decile 
nine school the government has been transparent that we are expected to generate funds 
from our community.  We are excluded from most additional Ministry of Education funding 
streams. 
Below we outline what these donations provide for, or precisely what we won’t be able to 
provide in the future if our community do not continue to support us with their contributions. 
School donations $480 per child per year 

The school donation contributes to the reduced class sizes and expanded programme that 
every child at Parnell District School enjoys.  We currently employ six teachers over and above 
those provided through Ministry of Education funding for the school.  This includes teachers 
who provide our support and extension programmes and smaller class sizes for all teachers 
so that your child receives more time with the teacher and more targeted learning 
programmes.  Opportunities for Excellence, Friday Fizz, Student Leadership programmes, 
and our Focus Weeks (healthy community and performing arts for this year) are all 
programmes for which we rely on parent donations.   
Activity contribution $40 per child per year 

Activity contributions are specifically for the extra activities that happen to support the 
curriculum throughout the year.  That might include visitors and guest educators coming to 
visit our classes to provide new learning opportunities, trips out, and our EOTC week 
adventures at the end of the year.   
Mathletics contribution $21 per child per year 

All children have access to Mathletics in years 4-8 or Mathseeds in years 0-3.  This is an online 
tool that supports children in practising their math skills in a fun, interactive manner.  Children 
use these tools as part of their independent learning in class and can use them to practice 
math as part of home learning.  While the cost per child is significantly more than $21, we 
ask for only a contribution as it is an important part of our class programmes.  
  



 

PaCT reports are coming!  

Our teachers have been busy working with all learners to understand their achievement in 
Reading, Writing, and Math so that we can give you the best information about your child’s 
ability.  The reports we provide are made through the Ministry of Education’s Progress and 
Consistency Tool (PaCT).   
 
The reports try to sum up a large amount of complex information about children’s abilities in 
two graphic representations.   
 
The first table has a black line illustrating 
standard progress through the curriculum 
and a series of green icons indicating the 
child’s progress.  There is also a dotted line 
indicating likely future progress if the child 
maintains their current trajectory.   
 
The second graph shows the 7 or 8 aspects 
of the curriculum that have been assessed to 
give you the child’s current ability.  You will 
notice some of these will be higher than 
others, indicating areas of strength, while 
some will be lower.  The lower aspects may 
be areas for development (next learning 
steps) or parts of the curriculum that haven’t 
been significant parts of a child’s learning in 
the first half of the year and will be a focus 
in the second half of the year.  
 
You will receive your child’s report on Thursday, the 23rd of June.  We invite all parents to 
meet their child’s teacher in week 9 to talk about the progress it shows and set the next 
learning steps.  If you’d like to better understand the PaCT reporting, come along to our 
zoom parent meetings on Monday the 27th of June at 9:30 am or 2:00 pm; Password PaCT.  
These meetings will be recorded for those that can’t make it. 
 
School finishes at 12:40 on Wednesday the 29th of June to allow for parent 
meetings.  If you require supervision for your child from 12:40 – 3:00 pm*, 
please email office@parnell.school.nz to secure them a place.   
 
*C4 will run from 3 pm as usual  
 
 
 
 



 

 
  

Nau mai haere mai e te whānau.
 

THURSDAY 23rd June 6.45am  
@ Room 23 ready to walk to Point Resolution Park
to view Matariki rising above Rangitoto, then back

to school for breakfast and Matariki planting. 
 

RSVP: louisem@parnell.school.nz 
 

This is a whānau event so come with your family. 

What to bring? A parent!  
What to wear? Warm clothes!



 

PTA – Fundraising to enhance our school for every child 

We have a wonderful group of parents who help us with various fundraising activities 
throughout the year.  These range from weekly Ice Cream Friday afternoons to Mufti 
Days/Sausage Sizzles and the school Disco.  The PTA would love for you to join the crew with 
whatever time you could commit.  Please email the office at office@parnell.school.nz if you 
have any further questions. 
Updating your contact details on the PARENT PORTAL 

Parents, you will have received an email this week with your parent portal login details.  Please 
check the contact details are correct, as we’ve had a lot of contact and emergency contact 
details that are incorrect when trying to help our wounded warriors in the sick bay.   

Important Dates: Term Two 

13/06 Week 7 
17/06 Assembly – Room 11 
20/06 Week 8 
23/06 PaCT reports available for families  
24/06 Matariki public holiday (no school today) 
27/06 Week 9 
28/06 PaCT learning conferences 3:15 pm – 6:00 pm 
29/06 PaCT learning conferences 1:00 pm – 7:30 pm 

School finishes at 12:40.  Supervision is available, but 
please notify the office if your child requires 
supervision 12:40 pm - 3:00 pm 
Bay Suburbs Netball 

01/07 Assembly – Room 16 
04/07 Week 10  
06/07 Burger day  
08/07 Assembly – Tokomaru. School finishes at 3 pm 

 
  



 

   

PTA news  

 
We’re back! After COVID lockdowns and on 
site restrictions put some activities 
temporarily on hold, the PTA is looking 
forward to organising some fun events next 
term, including the annual school disco!  We 
are always on the lookout for more 
volunteers to help organise and/or run these 
events, along with our regular sausage 
sizzles, Friday café and bake sales, so if you’ve ever wanted to get involved, please come along 
to our next meeting.  
 
Over the last five years, funds raised by the PTA have provided much needed resources not 
funded by the Ministry of Education, such as new playground equipment, two all-weather sports 
turfs, a new audio system in the hall, sports gazebos, new sports uniforms, and support for the 
reading recovery programme. We want to continue raising funds where needed to benefit our 
children and support the school. 
 
Joint PTA and class representatives meeting, Wednesday 22 June 8.45–9.30am  
 
Please join us for a coffee in the staffroom on Wednesday 22 June at 8.45am to discuss the role 
of our class representatives and fundraising goals and events for the remainder of 2022. 
Whether you can help out a little or a lot we’d love to see you there! Volunteering for the PTA is 
a great way to involved in the school community as well as meet other parents, families and 
staff. If you can’t make this meeting, please email office@parnell.school.nz to let us know how 
you can help and someone from the PTA will get in touch with you directly.  
 
Friday ice cream café  
 
Our Friday café is up and running selling icecreams and iceblocks 
every Friday after school from 3pm. Thanks so much to Charlotte 
and her volunteers for their dedication in keeping this PDS tradition 
going! 
 
Sausage sizzle 
 
Big thanks to Kim and her wonderful team of volunteers who ran a 
successful sausage sizzle on Pyjama Day this term. The sausages were sponsored by Hellers, so 
thanks as well to Hellers for supporting the school and Leena for organising the sponsorship!   
 
Bake sales on hold 
 
The usual bake sales run every term are temporarily on hold during the orange setting. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to resume our popular bake sales when the school considers it safe 
to do so or when the setting changes. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

C4 is also 
offerring this 
amazing course 



 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 


