
 

 

Newsletter 11: 29th June 2022 

Kia Ora e te whānau 

 

Thank you to everyone who has come 

along to our school events in the last 

week; Matariki and student learning 
conferences.  We were so proud of 

the turnout from our whānau, who 

came to celebrate Matariki with us.  It 

was a very early morning start but 
well worth the effort to join in 

celebrating this special time of the 

year.  I want to thank Ms Lyons and 

Mrs Mann for their organisation of 
our inaugural Matariki experience.  

This event joins whānau day as a 

highlight of the year and will most 

certainly be back for 2023!   

Student Learning Conferences were 
the first opportunity to finally visit the 

classroom for many!  We know that 

by working together in a partnership 

between home and school, we can 
do the best for every learner.  

Student learning conferences are 

part of this partnership and an 

important time to work together to 
set goals for the six months ahead.   

A note on reporting  

You will have received your second report of the year last week, your child’s reports in Reading, 
Writing, and Math.  We believe it’s important we give you the best information about your child’s 

overall achievement at school, hence why you receive a report every term.  In terms one and three, 

the focus is on children’s work habits, their study skills and learning behaviours in class, and 

information about their progress in our big termly inquiries and health and PE.  In terms two and 
four, we use the Ministry of Education’s PaCT tool to report specifically on Reading, Writing, and 

Math.  We choose this tool because we believe it is important we give families information that 

transparently communicates their achievement today as it relates to New Zealand expectation and 

demonstrates their progress over time.  We team our PaCT reports with our parent meetings so 
that you have the chance to talk with the teacher about what the report shows in terms of progress 

and achievement and what the next learning steps are for your child.  If you’d like to know more 

about the PaCT reports, email the office, and we can send you a recording of a parent information 

session we ran earlier this week.   



 

Board Of Trustees elections are coming up!  

Do you want to add your skills and expertise to the Parnell District School Board of Trustees?  Our 

triennial elections are coming up soon, and if you’d like to stand for the Board of Trustees, now is 

the time to let us know. 
What is the role of the Board?  

School boards are responsible for the school’s performance and ensuring that all legal requirements 

are met. 

Every state and state-integrated school in New Zealand has a board that is accountable for: 
• student achievement 

• setting the vision for the school 

• ensuring the school complies with legal and policy requirements 
School boards’ primary objectives are determined by the Education and Training Act 2020, to 

ensure:  

• Every student at the school can reach the highest possible standard in educational achievement 

• The school is a physically and emotionally safe place for all students and staff 

• The school is inclusive of students of differing needs 

• The school gives effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi.  

 These primary objectives flow through all the board’s work, starting with the strategic plan, which 
is the board’s key guiding document. 
Some of the specific things that boards are responsible and accountable for: 

• Setting the strategic direction and long-term plans in consultation with their community. 

• Monitoring the board’s progress against its strategic goals and targets. 

• Monitoring and evaluating student progress and achievement. 

• Overseeing the management of staff, property, finances, curriculum and administration. 

• Ensuring that government priorities are met. 

• Fulfilling the intent of Te Tiriti o Waitangi by valuing and reflecting New Zealand’s dual cultural 

heritage. 

• Appointing and supporting the principal, including assessment of their performance. 

• Act as good employers to all staff at the school. 

What is the time commitment? 

The board meets on Monday nights at 6 pm, twice a term.  Pre-reading is provided ahead of the 

meeting which requires time to be prepared.  In addition to full board meetings, there are a variety 
of board committees (Finance, Property, HR, behaviour) that meet as required.  
What makes a good board member?  

You represent yourself and your community when acting as a board member.  Robust conversations 

are facilitated when the board reflects a range of beliefs and views.  It is important board members 
can consider multiple perspectives on complex challenges that arise, ask challenging questions, 

and work well as part of a team.  
What is my personal liability?  

Unlike corporate boards, there is no personal liability for board members, only the principal. 
Find out more here: https://www.nzsta.org.nz/advice-and-support/information-for-parents/  

What do I do next?  

Come along to our board information sessions and hear from our current board members about 

the reality of working as part of our board.  In this session, we’ll talk more about governance and 



 

management, the role of school governors (and what isn’t our role), and how to sign up for the 

upcoming elections.  Our sessions are  

Thursday the 21st of July via ZOOM (link will be sent via the school app) 

Tuesday the 26th of July, 5:30 pm in the staffroom  
Friday the 29th of July, 8:30 am in the staffroom  

Farewell to Miss Cripps  

I know the community will join me in thanking Miss Cripps for her hard work over the last two years, 

giving so many children a wonderful start to their learning journey at Parnell District School.  We 

wish her well, and I’m sure she will have continued success as she takes on the next step in her 

career.  

We will be welcoming Mrs Lucy Barker to the team who will be joining us next term to ensure our 
wonderful learners in room 5 have a fantastic second half of the year.  

ICAS tests are coming! 

If you’d like your child to sit the optional ICAS (International Competitions and Assessment for 

Schools), you can sign up online.  You may choose to enrol your children if you want to give them 

extra opportunities to experience formal testing or to get feedback on their achievement as it relates 

to others their age across the Asia Pacific region.  All tests are conducted online.  You can sign up 
children FROM YEAR FOUR using these details: 

Https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps 

Our school code: ANA469 

Important Dates: Term Two 

27/06 Week 9 

28/06 PaCT learning conferences 3:15 pm – 6:00 pm 

29/06 PaCT learning conferences 1:00 pm – 7:30 pm 

School finishes at 12:40.  Supervision is available, but 

please notify the office if your child requires 

supervision 12:40 pm - 3:00 pm 

Bay Suburbs Netball 

01/07 Assembly – Room 16 

04/07 Week 10  

06/07 Burger day with BurgerFuel 

LOOK OUT FOR OUR TERM 2 SPORTS NEWSLETTER 

08/07 Assembly – Tokomaru. School finishes at 3 pm 

Sports awards and term certificates! 

25/07 Term three begins  
  



 

Burger Day - Wednesday 
6th July (next week!) 

You can now order your children’s 

burgers on the My Kindo app.  The 

meals are $10 each. 

Each meal comes with a child sized 
burger and fries.  Burgers will be 

delivered to each classroom in time for 

lunch on Wednesday 6th July.  

Please note there are no refunds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C4 After School Care – Note from Claire 

Hi there! 

The term is nearly over and C4 has some fantastic activities planned for the 
school holidays! 

In the first week, PDS is running a filmmaking programme called Show Me 

Shorts.  The children will create a short film with guidance from the team at 

New Zealand’s top short film festival.  The programme is only available for 
children in years 4-8 and daily attendance is required. 

C4 will also be running its usual holiday programme with 

a different activity every day and single-day bookings are 

permissible.  Some days are already nearly full, so please 

book as soon as possible to secure a spot for your 
children.  Bookings close on Monday 4th July 2022! 

Please get in touch if you need more information. 

Kind regards 

Claire 

clairej@parnell.school.nz 

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

C4 is also 

offerring this 

amazing course 



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 


